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SUBJECT: ROK UNIFICATION MINISTER ON FUTURE OF UNC 

1. IN TESTIMONY MARCH 15 BEFORE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE, ROK MINISTER OF 
NATIONAL UNIFICATION SIN TO-SONG SAID THAT ROKG IS 
CAREFULLY CONSIDERING FOUR ALTERNATIVES TO UNC: 

A. DEPLOYMENT ON INTERNATIONAL PEACE FORCE IN DMZ. 

B. UN RESOLUTION TO MAINTAIN ARMISTICE AGREEMENT AND 
ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW ORGANIZATION TO REPLACE MILITARY 
ARMISTICE COMMISSION. 

C. DECLARATION SUPPORTING CONTINUATION OF ARMISTICE 
AGREEMENT EVEN WITHOUT UNC. 

D. CONCLUSION OF AN AGREEMENT DIRECTLY BETWEEN NORTH 
AND SOUTH KOREA. 

ACCORDING TO ROK PRESS, SIN WOULD NOT ELABORATE ON THESE 
ALTERNATIVES. 
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2. ROK PRESS SHOWED INTEREST IN SIN'S TESTIMONY. 
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OFFICIAL SEOUL SHINMUN MARCH 19 EXPRESSED PLEASURE 
THAT ROKG IS WORKING ON ALTERNATIVES TO UNC, NOTING 
THAT PRESIDENT PARK IN NEW YEAR’S PRESS CONFERENCE 
HAD SAID ROKG WOULD NOT BE OPPOSED TO UNC DISSOLUTION 
IF MEASURES WORKED OUT TO MAINTAIN ARMISTICE EFFECTIVELY. 
PAPER SAID ROKG CONSIDERATION OF ALTERNATIVES CAN BE 
VIEWED AS INITIATIVE IN PREPARATION FOR NEXT FALL’S 
UNGA. TONGA ILBO ALSO WELCOMED SIN'S ANNOUNCEMENT 
EDITORIALLY. WHILE NOTING THAT MERE DECLARATION 
CONTINUING ARMISTICE WOULD NOT STOP NORTH KOREAN 
INVASION. BOTH PAPERS EXPRESSED PREFERENCE FOR 
INTERNATIONAL PEACEKEEPING FORCE SPECIFICALLY 
CONSISTING OF MAJOR POWERS CONCERNED, I.E., U.S. 

(WHOSE FORCES ALREADY HERE SHOULD NOT BE WITHDRAWN), 
USSR, PRC, AND JAPAN. 

3. COMMENT: SIN IS UNASSUMING FORMER ACADEMIC 
HEADING LARGELY UNINFLUENTIAL NATIONAL UNIFICATION 
BOARD, WHICH ENGAGES IN STUDIES OF UNIFICATION SCENARIOS 
NOT NECESSARILY RELATED TO POLICY DECISIONS. HOWEVER, 

HIS COMMENTS SOMETIMES GET A GOOD PRESS. IN THIS 
CASE, PRESS HAS TIED HIS TESTIMONY TO CURRENT 
POPULAR HOPE THAT GREAT POWER INVOLVEMENT WILL SOLVE 
KOREAN PROBLEM. 

ERICSON 
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